
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toward a Theology of the Poor 



Isaiah 58: True Worship 

"Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like a trumpet. Declare to my people their rebellion 

and to the house of Jacob their sins.  For day after day they seek me out; they seem eager to know my 

ways, as if they were a nation that does what is right and has not forsaken the commands of its God. 

They ask me for just decisions and seem eager for God to come near them. 'Why have we fasted,' they 

say, 'and you have not seen it? Why have we humbled ourselves, and you have not noticed?' "Yet on 

the day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your workers.  Your fasting ends in 

quarreling and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and 

expect your voice to be heard on high.  Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for a man to 

humble himself? Is it only for bowing one's head like a reed and for lying on sackcloth and ashes? Is 

that what you call a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?  "Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: 

to loose the chains of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break 

every yoke?  Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer with shelter-- 

when you see the naked, to clothe him, and not to turn away from your own flesh and blood?  Then 

your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly appear; then your righteousness 

will go before you, and the glory of the LORD will be your rear guard.  Then you will call, and the 

LORD will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here am I. "If you do away with the yoke of 

oppression, with the pointing finger and malicious talk, and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the 

hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night 

will become like the noonday. The LORD will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-

scorched land and will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring 

whose waters never fail.  Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old 

foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings.  "If you 

keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day, if you call the 

Sabbath a delight and the LORD's holy day honorable, and if you honor it by not going your own way 

and not doing as you please or speaking idle words, then you will find your joy in the LORD, and I will 

cause you to ride on the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance of your father Jacob." The 

mouth of the LORD has spoken. 



Luke 4: The Manifesto 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert, where for 

forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he 

was hungry.  The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread."  Jesus 

answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone.'"  The devil led him up to a high place and 

showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.  And he said to him, "I will give you all their 

authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.  So if you 

worship me, it will all be yours."  Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve 

him only.'"  The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. "If you 

are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down from here.  For it is written: "'He will command his 

angels concerning you to guard you carefully; they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not 

strike your foot against a stone.'" Jesus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'" 

When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time.  Jesus returned to 

Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole countryside.  He 

taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.  He went to Nazareth, where he had been 

brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up 

to read.  The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is 

written:  "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the 

oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the 

attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began 

by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."  All spoke well of him and were 

amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. "Isn't this Joseph's son?" they asked. 

 

 

 

 



Luke 6: Jesus the Prophet 

One Sabbath Jesus was going through the grainfields, and his disciples began to pick some heads of 

grain, rub them in their hands and eat the kernels. Some of the Pharisees asked, "Why are you doing 

what is unlawful on the Sabbath?" Jesus answered them, "Have you never read what David did when he 

and his companions were hungry?  He entered the house of God, and taking the consecrated bread, 

he ate what is lawful only for priests to eat. And he also gave some to his companions."  Then Jesus 

said to them, "The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath."  On another Sabbath he went into the 

synagogue and was teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was shriveled.  The Pharisees and 

the teachers of the law were looking for a reason to accuse Jesus, so they watched him closely to see if 

he would heal on the Sabbath.  But Jesus knew what they were thinking and said to the man with the 

shriveled hand, "Get up and stand in front of everyone." So he got up and stood there.  Then Jesus said 

to them, "I ask you, which is lawful on the Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life or to destroy 

it?"  He looked around at them all, and then said to the man, "Stretch out your hand." He did so, and 

his hand was completely restored. But they were furious and began to discuss with one another what 

they might do to Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Luke 6: Following the Prophet, Being a Prophet 

One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.  

When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also 

designated apostles: Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip, 

Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot, 

Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.  He went down with them and stood on 

a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was there and a great number of people from all over 

Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and Sidon, who had come to hear him and to be 

healed of their diseases. Those troubled by evil spirits were cured, and the people all tried to touch him, 

because power was coming from him and healing them all. Looking at his disciples, he said: "Blessed 

are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.  Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will 

be satisfied. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.  Blessed are you when men hate you, 

when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man.  

"Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their 

fathers treated the prophets.  "But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort.  

Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will 

mourn and weep.  Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the 

false prophets.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Luke 6: But Love your Enemies  

One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.  

When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them, whom he also 

"But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse 

you, pray for those who mistreat you.  If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. 

If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, 

and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.  Do to others as you would have 

them do to you.  "If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even 'sinners' love those 

who love them.  And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even 

'sinners' do that.  And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? 

Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners,' expecting to be repaid in full.  But love your enemies, do good to them, 

and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will 

be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be merciful, just as your 

Father is merciful.  "Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be 

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.  Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure 

you use, it will be measured to you."  He also told them this parable: "Can a blind man lead a blind 

man? Will they not both fall into a pit?  A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully 

trained will be like his teacher."Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay 

no attention to the plank in your own eye?  How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take the 

speck out of your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take 

the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye. 

"No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.  Each tree is recognized by its own 

fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brings good 

things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up 

in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.  "Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' 

and do not do what I say?  I will show you what he is like who comes to me and hears my words and 

puts them into practice.  He is like a man building a house, who dug down deep and laid the 



foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it 

was well built.  But the one who hears my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who 

built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent struck that house, it 

collapsed and its destruction was complete." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Luke 10: Strangers and Neighbors  

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. He 

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must I do to 

inherit eternal life?" "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" He answered: " 'Love 

the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 

mind'[c]; and, 'Love your neighbor as yourself.’" "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this 

and you will live." But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" In 

reply Jesus said: "A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of 

robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest 

happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other 

side. So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 

Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He 

went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 

donkey, took him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave 

them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him,' he said, 'and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 

expense you may have.' "Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the 

hands of robbers?" The expert in the law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go 

and do likewise." 
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Luke 18: The Just Life  

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up. He 

said: "In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared about men. And there was 

a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 'Grant me justice against my adversary.' 

"For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about 

men, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't 

eventually wear me out with her coming!'" And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says.  And 

will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep 

putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on the earth?" To some who were confident of their own righteousness and 

looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 

Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank 

you that I am not like other men-- robbers, evildoers, adulterers-- or even like this tax collector. I fast 

twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.' "But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even 

look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' "I tell you that this 

man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be 

humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." People were also bringing babies to Jesus to 

have him touch them. When the disciples saw this, they rebuked them. But Jesus called the children to 

him and said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God 

belongs to such as these.  I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a 

little child will never enter it." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Principles 

What are some of the Biblical and Christological principles that are uncovered by these passages?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Applications 

How can these priciples be practically applied to what I am doing as a missionary?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


