
Theology of the Poor 
 
Rather than a lecture let us take a theological journey through key scriptures leading us to 
God‟s heart for the poor.  
We will uncover God‟s heart for his profound concern for the poor and also learn how to 
work with the poor in the “way of Jesus” or the “way Jesus did” as we do ministry in his 
name.  
 
Give out passages 
Reference handout Theology of the Poor handout 
 
You have to answer theologically the question “why?”  You do Bible studies.  Why?  You 
set up feeding programs. Why?  That is why it‟s important for us to dig into these 
scriptures and work hard to understand God‟s heart and his ways of caring for the poor.  
 
Our basic outline to understand these passages: 
What does it say? 
What does that mean? 
How then should we do ministry to/for/with the poor? 
 
Isaiah 58 
I see three sections in this chapter.  We‟ll take one at a time. 
The Complaint- line 1-10  
The prophet is to shout, declare, expose 
The people are in rebellion 
Faith is superficial, not producing good fruit 
People are doing worshipful activities: “what are they doing?” seek the Lord, seem eager 
to know ways of God, arguing/fighting with each other, complaining that God doesn‟t 
notice them, ask for just decisions but exploiting workers, fasting…religious people who 
are wrong.  God does not allow for people to separate worship and other people. 
 
The Fast- line 10-20 
God defines his spiritual fasting within physical terms of caring for others. 
Untie the yoke- “how is poverty like a yoke?” (burden, forces you to work in low benefit 
job, making people animals, using people for another‟s gain.) 
Break the yoke- so another can not come underneath it, destroy the thing that causes the 
oppression. 
Share, provide, do not turn away- look at people like they are your own flesh and blood 
(the only way to keep oppressing people is to see them as less than human 
“dehumanization”…I must become convinced that you are not as good as me) to attack 
oppression we must “humanize” and see others as the same as you.  
This is how you know if you interact/worship the one true God. 
 
If/Then statements-  
We will cry for help and he will answer…you get the close, intimate experience with 
God. Spend yourself on the hungry and your light will rise in the dark (Rev 21 reference 
image of the new kingdom where God is fully in control), God will satisfy your needs.  
Sabbath- is the center of worship life for a Jew, he wants you to remember the spiritual 
stuff too. find both in your worship to God 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Levels of Concern for the Poor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Luke 4 
There is a connection between the desert experience for Jesus and his first public ministry. 
Let‟s take a look at both and see if there are any connections. 
 
Have you ever had a serious temptation?  How does that feel? 
  
What is happening here in the temptation? 
Holy Spirit led him there and he was full of the Holy Spirit 
Devil was there to tempt him for 40 days 
Jesus didn‟t eat anything 
 
What do you make of each temptation? 
1st is most powerful in it‟s simplicity…where is the sin in eating the bread?  It‟s not a sin to 
eat or do a miracle…it is a sin to do a Miracle for himself; use your power for yourself.  
The subtle nature of this temptation is very interesting.  Jesus of course responds with 
scripture. 

This passage does not allow the people of God to 
neglect the oppressed/poor while saying they are 
worshiping him.  He emphatically shows the 
interconnectedness of the spiritual and physical life.   
He even goes as far to show caring for people goes 
beyond the simplest forms of charity and calls us to 
do Justice.  
The benefits for us are great including healing, 
provision, the presence of God, the ear of God and 

blessing. 
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Loving Others 

The offering of prayerful concern due to a 
feeling of pity or sympathy or guilt.  Little action 

but the heart is engaged.  

Prayer 

Charity 

Systemic 

Untie the yoke- relieve the oppression, maybe even free 
them from the symptoms of injustice.  give a cup of 

water, food, medicine, etc… 

Structural sin- no one person can take responsibility, evil is built 
into what we build.  We do justice by destroying the system that 

produces the yoke so no one else will be burdened by it again.  



2nd offers glory…it offers him a kingdom, but is Jesus not destined to be king already?  
But through God‟s plan Jesus becomes King by suffering.  Tempting to receive Glory 
without suffering.  Tempting to achieve God‟s plan but not in God‟s way. 
3rd why is it tempting to kill yourself?  (maybe Jesus doesn‟t feel like the Son of God after 
the desert)  Another shortcut to prove identity to the people.  If you really are God‟s child 
you would not have to suffer, you should be famous and loved by all.  This temptation 
echoes the theology of the “prosperity gospel” saying you should be famous, blessed 
because you are God‟s child. Because you can you should because you are God‟s kid. This 
heresy is rejected by Jesus in his words and in his methods.  
 
 
Jesus leaves the temptation in the power of the Holy Spirit.  He trades in worldly, physical 
strength for spiritual power.  
News spreads about him 
Teaches in the synagogues 
Goes to hometown (Nazareth was a 300-600 person slum) to teach…they know him 
Jesus finds this passage: “today this scripture is fulfilled…” 
 
Why are these verses the most important passage in the Bible? 
This is the heart of Jesus‟ ministry…it is his mission statement (put it on his brochure, 
website, t-shirt, postcards)  
Can not understate or underestimate the importance of this moment.  Letting you in on his 
mission…before he lets you know who he is he lets us know what he does and the nature in 
which he does it (anointed).  
The year of the Lord‟s favor…calls to the Jubilee concept where systemic debt is wiped 
clean and injustice is undone.  
Jesus does not finish the quote “and the vengeance of our God.” meaning favor for those 
who are poor and vengeance for those who are not; God will bring justice meaning some 
people will benefit and others will suffer under his hand of judgment.  
“I came for weak people, who am i?  I‟m the one who went into the desert and became 
weak.”  
Jesus said it.  He came for the poor.  To bring good news to them.  if you are weak, if you 
are poor, if you are marginalized, if you have a deficient, he is for you.  If you are self 
sufficient, he is not for you…woe to you! 
 
These temptations will be our temptations if our mission is the same as Jesus.  His 
way will be our way.  His way is the cross.  
 
 
 
Luke 10 
This is a familiar passage. May take work for us to re-read familiar passages keeping in 
mind Jesus‟ mission and how these teachings affect the poor. Look for phrases you‟ve 
never noticed before.  
 
 
Expert asks a question but it‟s not genuine…he already knows the answers…there is a 
disconnect between theory and practice of theology. (we can assume he is educated and 
not poor) 



Jesus does not answer the question, allows man to answer himself. 
Jesus challenges him by saying he needs to do his own answer. 
 
Why does this man want to justify himself?  (embarrassed, demonstrate his knowledge, 
to find the exceptions to the law so he can not always do them…)  
Is this a story or parable? (every parable in Luke is identified as a parable, but this may 
have actually happened.) 
What is striking about this story, what does it really mean? 
What question does Jesus answer? “who is my neighbor?  And Which man was a 
neighbor?”  The first question is about “who” should I love; Jesus question answers “How” 
do I love. 
 
To be a neighbor means you care for the helpless man.  Poverty can be defined as 
helplessness…you want to change the situation, you need to change the situation but you 
can‟t.  Jesus creates a scenario where this man is totally helpless, without hope, in absolute 
need. 
 
Why would the religious guys ignore this guy? (did not want to become „unclean‟, afraid 
they might be robbed too, maybe already dead, maybe guy is not a Jew) 
Love is doing.  We don‟t get to use our rationalizations for why we don‟t love the poor.  
Some of them are good reasons.  How can we pass them by?  Jesus does not allow for 
these reasons, he answers the questions “what must I DO to inherit eternal life and How 
DO I be a neighbor?” 
 
Why a Samaritan (half-bred ethnicity, half Jewish theology)? Samaritans are always the 
heros in Jesus‟ stories.  Why?  This hero is also marginalized, despised by Jews.   
The Samaritan first feels something in pity.  Feelings matter to God.  (Orthodoxy- right 
thinking, orthopraxis- right action, orthopathos- right feeling = all three matter to God) 
These three things need to come into harmony with each other. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd binds up wounds, sacrifices donkey so he has to walk 
Spends money in supplies and Inn keeper.  Samaritan helps beyond just the emergency.  
He ensures a future so he is fully healed.  
Why is the innkeeper in the story?  Could have ended the story by now.  

Orthodoxy 

Orthopraxis Orthopathos 

Theology 



1st century inn keepers- there was no Holiday Inn, it was a basic shelter and inn keepers 
were known for exploiting people and being opportunistic. Always out for money.   
There must be some kind of a partnership between the two. Trust the Samaritan to 
reimburse and return.  the Inn Keeper is also working for the healing of the man, initiated 
by the Samaritan, but he agrees and uses what he has and trusts for the sake of the 
broken man.  
 
Possible interpretation:  Jesus is the Samaritan= Jesus rescues, saves, heals, ignored by 
religious people, marginalized, passes the hurting on to his friends/people, promises to 
return.   Inn Keeper= us, his people, we receive the hurting from him and partner with him 
to bring restoration. We will expend what we have but we must trust in his return and 
reimbursement.  There must be some type of trusting relationship between the two.  
 
 
 
What must I DO?   
Only Jesus can save you but in working out your salvation wouldn‟t we partner with him 
who saved us to care for the broken and hurting people who he brings to us? 
 
WE have a God who sees the world, observes who wields power, sees those abused by 
that power and opposes those who do not care about the objects of that abuse.  
 
If a man enters a house and abuses a woman, rapes her.  Does God love both the man 
and woman?  But whose side is he on?  The woman.  He is just and holy.   
 
Jerusalem was the center of Jewish life.  If you want to get closer to God you worked 
your way to the center, Jerusalem.  
Jesus ministry always pushed out, away from the center, pushed to the edges of the 
society, to the margins.  No matter where he was, even when he was among a 
“marginalized” people like the Samaritans he found the edges with the woman at the 
well. Or with the lepers, it was the outcast among the outcasts that Jesus makes the hero.  
Jesus pushes to the edges and margins no matter where his context is.  And though he does 
not ignore the rich he never goes to them.  His focus was decisively on the margins of 
society.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Society 

Powerless- 

without a choice 

Oppressed- 

without freedom 

Weak- without 

strength 

Poor- without 

resources 

We must push 
out towards the 

margins of 

society to live 

our theology. 


